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Charles F. MeKim,

The urtist llves in his works, and
eannot very frultfully be sought in the
cxternal facts of his life. What his
contemporaries or posterity need to
know about him, beyond an authentic
attribution of his works, I8 a collec-
tion of such facts as are coliected in
Vasarl's “Lives’” the earllest work of
its scope In modern literature. In an-
¢tent literature there is nothing of
the kind. The contempt of artists,
aed with the enjoyment and aamira-
tion of art,
notions, obtrusively obvious
tarch, One might have expected the

buflding i but a reproduction of the
Parisian, In fact, there is no bullding
in America which bears stronger evi-
dence of having been lovingly lived
with by its author during the process
of construction, and continuously re-
fined, chastened and purified, what we
mean by “classicised,” than this same
Boston library, When this happens, as
it very seldom happems, it does not
much matter whence the sensitive art-
st took even his essential motive, It Is
true that the process does not result in
the flaunting of an obvious “originality”
and that to detach the subtle and elusive
individuality of the refiner and classi-

{8, according to modern|ciser 18 a task for another kind of
in Plu-| writer than Mr. Granger.

Nevertheless, after this and many

combination in & Roman of the Em- |other abatements, readers interested In

pire, and Indeed one finds it there. It
is & shrewd remark of Viollet le Due
about the Roman of the Empire: “He
treated the whole guestion of art with
a sort of good nature, if 1 eay use
the word, wnicn is noi without
charm, and cvrialuly has a tralt
grandeur In it.” But Plutarch was a
Greek and wrote in Greek, and, far
removed as he was in date from the
masters of the Periclean time, you
would expect of him a more generous

eclation of the glories of Greece
anfl the Lenefactors of mankind which
the Periclean artists were, Decidedly
you do not get it. Though you have to
rely on him for such data as you have
about the buildings of the Acropolis,
you cannot help remarking in him
also the “sort of good nature” which
the French critic attributes to the
fmperial Roman, This new and hand-
some volume, Charles Follen MceKim,
by Awrrep Horr Granoex (Houghton,
MifMin Company), reminds us how far
we have got away from the Roman
or Plutarchian point of view, even |f
we have no Periclean works to write
about.

Rather unhappily, the present blog-
rapher has tuken a view of Dis subject
which disables him from doing * full
critical justice to 1t, and would disable
him, even if he had the necessary en-
dowment and equipment. What one
expects in a critical biography of this
kind is a critical detachment of the
wubject, all the more that he was a
member of a “firm.”  Artistic Individ-
uality Is to this generation of readers
the most Interesting thing about a work
of art. To detach and define it is the
grateful task of the critic. But it is
the first condition of Individuality in
n work of art that it should be done
by an indlvidual. The work of McKim,
Mead & White all went as the work
of a firm while all three partners were
living and working. There were two
strongly marked individualities in it
those of Charles F. McKim and Stan-
ford White, not to epeak of the third
partner, who has kept himself out of
the scope of Individual eritical consider-
ation not less by modesty than by sur-
vival.

Confining one's self to the two part-
mers who have lost their immunity, the
individuality of McKim wag one and the
tndividuality of White was another. The
{ndividuality of the author of the Hos-
ton Public Library and of the Agricul-
tural Bullding at the Chicago fair was
one thing: the individuality of the au-
thor of the Madison Square Garden
and of the Century Club, let us
say, was another. Amnybody who
remembers the buildings can  con-
fidently say that. It would be de-
lightful to have a first class French-
man, for example, define and dJdifferen-
tiate the two and show how McKim's
classiclsm was Innate and radical and
Stanford White's superficial and ex-
trinsic. The partners themselves quite
recognized their differences. It wag at
a public dinner at which “Dick” Hunt
was pralsing McKim for the Madison
Sgquare Garden that McKim interjected
*“White's" and it was the only loud word
that he sald at that dinner. But Mr.
Granger saves himself cerebral wear
and tear by treating the output of the
firm as one thing, and even adducing
the front of the Century Club as a char-
acteristic work of “the firm,” though it
is inconceivable that McKim should
have designed it, As our supposititious
French critic might say: “The indl-
viduality of a firm, That does not see
itself.”

Still, we owe something to Mr, Gran-
ger in the way of information about the
work of the architect whoin Mr. Arnold
Bennett calls “the incomparable Mc-
Kim.” Of information, or rather of re-
minder, there are some freely pic-
turesque und more or less Gothic cot-
tages down on the Jersey coust, the cot-
tage Iin which Gartlield died being one
of them, which attest his early interest
in Gothic. The information is that
given in a tribute here printed from
Mr. R. 8. Peabody of Boston, from
which it appears that on his arrival In
Parls, still in the time of the Becond
Fmpire, McKim found himself quite
out of touch with the academic Incul-
cations of the Beaux Arts, and still,
from his New York apprenticeship, dis-
posed to look upon the Gothie revival
ar a revival, as indeed it might con-
ceivably have become, and not as a
galvanism. Mr. Peabody explains by
gaylng that McKim was already
more In sympathy with Rome than
with Paris, but even this is by no
means explanatory of the Hellenic
classicism of hls later work, Even when
the motive of his work was bhorrowed
from the Romans McKim was apt to
Hellenlza it. Hls bulldmg at the Chi-
cago fair, distinctly the most classical
of the contributions to the Court of
Henor, and having no rival in this re-
gpect but the Art Bullding, which At-
wood reproduced from a French design,
was evolved from the motlve of the
baths of Caracalla, and Induced an apt
quotation from Bwinburne on Landor:
And through the trumpet of a child of Rome
Rang the pure music of the flutes of Gresce

In s ripest and best work it may
fairly be sald that McKim classicised
everything he touched. It was dis-
tinetly so with this Roman motive, It
a8 equally #so with his treatment of
the central motive of the Renaissance
Willa Medici, which he successively em-
ployed in the New York State bullding
at the Chicago fair, in the Walker Art
Gallery at Bowdoin and in the Morgan
lbrary, probably most successfully in
the second instance, where the relation
between the central arch and the wings
is more harmonious and attractive than
the elongation of the wings permitted
it to be in the third, Mr, Granger is
rather impatient at having it suggested
how much McKim, and indeed the “firm,”
owed to the motives bhorrowed from
former buildings, He will not even
allow how much White's tower of the
Madison Square Garden owed to the
Giralda at Beville, He does not even
mentlon, so far as we have noticed, that
the waiting room of the Pennsylvania
gtation is, roughly speaking, only an
expansion of the central hall of the
baths of Caracalla; ' not so roughly
speaking as In the adaptation of the
Yibrary of Bte, Genevieve in Paris to
the Boston Public Library., Oné rather
sympathizes here with the objections of
Mr. Granger to the criticism of the late
Russell Bturgis, whose recognition of
MceKim's work was in fact rather curl-
cusly grudging, that the Bostonian

the subject will find the book worth
while. There I8 a rather amazing and
entirely unnecessary attribution of the
degign for surrounding the base of the
Washington Monument with a colon-

118 | nade to Charles Lulfinch, to whom thera

I8 a curious Yankee notion, exemplified
in a recent historical book, of ascribing
everything that Is good in the Capitol at
Washington, Here it is aggravated by
a *full page illustration of “Bulfinch's
Design for the Completion of the Wash-
ington Monument,” with which Bul-
finch had nothing whatever to do. He
left Washington in 1828, some twenty
years before the project of erecting the
Washington Monument took practical
shape. The design shown is that of
Robert Mills, the author of the original
department bulldings of the Interior,
the Post Office and the Treasury. In
the Washington Monument he suffered
the same disappointment as in the pre-
vious Bunker Hill Monument in having
the decoration he had designed, and
which he regarded as essential, omitted
in execution. The more reason why he
should not have the credit for the de-
sign itself taken away from him. It s
a pity Mr. Granger did not save him-
self from this blunder by consulting
such an authority as Mr. Glenn Brown,
whose knowledge of the public archi-
tecture of Washington is unequalled.

The Ominous Activity of the Cellege
Printshope,

If all the brains in the country were
one braln and If there had been such
an instrument As a cersbroseismo-
graph, delicately adjusted for the accu-
rate recording of the vibratory activi-
ties of that Imaginary commuynal or-
gan in the last twenty or thirty years,
the chart would be instructive but not
startling. Suppose the diagram con-
fined to the irrcducible minkmum of
sclentific hieroglyph, two lines of his-
tory, one dotted to show the develop-
ment of mere brain power, the other
heavy and black, tracing the coefli-
clent of brain content. There would
he no such chain of craggy peaks and
deep diving angular valleys as thrill
the goul of the statisticlan: no uprush-
ing ecstacles and abrupt declines, The
dotted
level;* the ability to think, the bar-
gaining brain, the seat of the faculties
of self-preservation and animal ex-
\stence |8 In this era of “progress" no
keener than it was when the Serpent
exercised his wilea in Eden. But the
heavy line would rise with impressive
evenness of ascent. Educational agen-
c¢les have multiplied marvellously, from
the swiftly and comprehensively dis-
tributed daily newspaper to the college
extension course. People speak of |t
lightly, tritely, but with no quantitative
appreciation whatever of the change;
as to quality, who shall referee be-
tween yesterday and to-day? [Excess
of riches I8 an embarrassment; sim-
plicity of means compels economy, and
economy is efficiency. Profusion of
means may cause confusion of methods,
and the best ends are not attalned by
the traveller on crutches, Lincgln
might have been crippled by a college
sourse; without it Longfellow might
never have found a volce,

An outstunding manifestation of the
increased diffusion of intellectual op-
portunity, the almost universal avall-
ability of the technical apparatus of edu-
catlon conducted as a business, is the
recent productive activity of the col-
jege press, Work is definable in two
senses, a8, measured by the mere ex-
penditure of energy or by the proportion
of result achieved: and production may
be estimated in terms of bulk or value,
Withoaut a peep into the publishers’ ac-
count books it is impossible to tell to
what extent these publications reach
the people; the point is that the oppor-
tunity is presented for the non-collegi-
ate person to enjoy, If he desires it, to a
large extent the pabulum served up at
the academic boarding house table, The
lectures that the junior and senior doze
through with confident and complacent
reliance upon the syllabus some ambi-
tious, self-supporting classmate is coer-
tain to prepare and peddle; or on which
languidly or laboriously they “take
notes” more or less indicative of intel-
ligent audition: these forthgivings of
professorial  wisdom—so often, alas,
smacking more of bread and butter
thun of Olympian diet—are now hand-
somely typed and bound and launched
upon the market where cap and gown
Jo not figure even as symbols and sheep-
skins fluunt no falsely complimentary
formulee of Latin. Colossal, superhu-
man the labors of the guccessful self-
sducator from books, or even museums
that appeal direct to the eye, most re-
weptive of the Informing organs. But
to-day more than ever before the col-
lege professor is addressing an extra-
mural audience, How large is it, we
wonder, and how appreciative?

Carlyle thundered his pralse of books
In his own wonder book, the “Sartor.”
Even for the flood of “commentaries,
deductions, phllosopfilcal, political sys-
tems, sermons, pamphlets, journalistic
essays,” he found a good word to say:
every one of them is “tallsmanic and
thaumaturgie, for it can persuade men,"
Of such 18 the printing of the university
presses: not “Books," as distingulshed
among the. “yearly new produce of
leaves,"” Books that come “once in the
two centuries or oftener.” Commen-
tarles, deductions, systems: the phrase
fits, typical of their kind, these volumes
that come from the Yale University
Press: Politician, Party and People, by
Hexry Crossy EMERY, professor of
politlcal economy at New Haven; Pop-
wlar Government, Its FEssence, Ita Per-
manence and Its Perila, by WILLIAM
Howarp Tarr, Kent professor of law;
The Power of Jdeals in American His-
tory, by EpnraiM D. Apams, of the Le-
land SBtanford faculty, and Questions of
Public Policy, addresses by Profesasor
Jenks, A. Purr Anprew, EMory R.
JounsoN and WiLLarp V, Kixo,

Prof, I2mery's book I8 almost what we
have long wanted to see, a book of
“practical” polltics for young men, Now
thut distinction {8 conferred by the lack
rauther than the possession of a college
education, it may well be that the force
lines of uscfulness in real education run
from outside into the college, not from
the Inside out, The Yale professor does
not hesitate to warn his hearers in the
Page lectureship against the dangers of
an overeducated aloofness. He quite
correctly discards the cant of “high eth-
lcal standard,” for the young prigs of

academe (!hllfll not the professor's lan-

line would run monotonously

Ill-lll‘) stand in less need of such ex-
hortation than any other discoverable
||ort of people. The professor belleves
‘thn “a goodly proportion of students
graduate with the idea that the economic
{law of supply and demand has some
moral force. Right Intentlon Is preex-
Istent; the only Instruction needed Is
that which enables identification of the
right objects of concern. Nor do these
| conslderations apply only to those favor-
ites of fortune who ait four years at the
feet of & hundred Gamaliels; the com-
mon fruit of long experience is distrust
not of the honesty of men's motives
but of thelir Intelligence,

The new voter seldom needs preach-
ing from texts of civic purity; what he
does need Is a stralght statement of the

thority, an Invasion of parental dmrl
not justified by parental abrogation of
authority and neglect of duty. The
crusaders should educate the parents,
not the children. The situation as to
induction Into practical politics, the,
rights and duties of citizenship, begins
with similar premises but Is shunted’
off onto a track leading to other con-
clusions by a new element In the dia-
gram of forcea: the proprietary Interest
of the state In the Individual component
parts of Its corporate substance, 'l'he,
legitimate interest of the state in the
personal morals of its citizens does not |
begin untll deficlencles are made mani-
fest with threat or fact of danger tol'
the public welfare; but the electoral
material s properly the object of politi-
cal education through governmental
agencles becauss that Iz a state process
of self-education. In the one case the
interest is self-defensive, in the other
it Is of self-support. The public schools
ought to teach not merely the facts of
“civil government” but the facts of po-
litical operation back of the civic ma-
chinery, party constftution, party Is-
sues, the conduct of elections, all the
rights and all the duties of the voter—
and all the arts of corrupt manipula-
tors of the machinery of the polls; the
nature of conventions, primaries and
election boards, every factor In the
regulation of the electoral franchise,
Boys should not be left to learn politl-
cal facts any more than physiological-
moral facts from chance Instructors
met at random on the streets.

Since this political Instruction ap-
parently cannot be had in the public
schools, the next best thing is to have
it done privately in the colleges, How
does Prof. Emery do 1t? Beginning
with the voter, he Introduces him to
“the facts” of his business in broad
bearing, then states for him the prob-
lems of party choice and alleglance or
“Independence.” He traces the line of
influence and responsibility between
the voter and MMs representative, be-
tween the representative and the con-
stituency, and finally between the rep-
resentative and his party. Worthy of
warmest esteem is the college pro-
fessor who can talk to his boys In the
practical indicative [nstead of the po-
tential mood, of what is as well as
of what ought to be:

I have frequently found that men who
belong to the so-called laboring cluss have
given more study and thought to these
questions than many who consider them-
selves much better fitted for thelr solu-
tion. And It is the very men who have
least llved up to their obligatlions In this
regard who denounce most vigorously the
attitude of the uneducated masses and
what they call the truck!ing of the poll-
ticlans to this class of the community.

What every politician knows. If the
book should ever be rewritten or the
lectures repeated much might be gained
by condensing into a paragraph or two
the warning against error and intentional
misrepresentation in the public prints
and substituting for the eliminhted mat-
ter a ‘hardpan description of the political
premises, taking the young voter boldly
into headquarters, giving him a close
view of the Hoas in his delightfully hu-
man aspect; take him to the engine
room as well as up on the bridge. Let
him study the election officers’ rule book.
An appalling amount of ignorance as to
these “practical” detalls is ‘harmfully
hidden, from false shame of ignorance.

Render thanks for an honest word in
favor of party alleglance! ‘“Indepen-
dence” blankets a multitude of sins,
Under pretence of lofty principle it
too often ‘demonstrates lack of princi-
ple. To remove the premium on hypoc-
risy FProf. Emery would have municipal
and even Btate elections, where inde-
pendence ls at its best, held separate
from Presidential and Congresslonal
electlons, College men overemphasize
the value of freedom and underestimate
the usefulness of organlzation. As a
general distinction, Independence is ef-
lectlve where matters of administration
are at issue and Individual executlve efli-
clency the prime deslderatum; party
JAnes are most imperative where con-
tinuity of policy is sought, even to the
extent of justifying a vote for a some-
what inferior representative in the party
that stands for the pollcy advocated,
But, exasperating reticulation, “regu-
«arity” is the breath of life to the “ma-
chine”! Assuredly, voting Is an art,
not @4 science; but Investigation of “the
psychology of leadership" enlightens
the polling booth arblter of fates,

Prof. Emery (reats Impartially but
with apparent approbation of the new
fashions in politics. His book will be
serviceable to young men as an intro-
duction to practical polities, not quite
80 practical, perhaps, as It would do
them most good to meet up with in lec-
ture form before coming to grips with
the reality, giving form rather than an-
swer to the probiems of 21; and It will
suggest to the old timer the possibility
of benefit to be derived from a brushing
up of his anclent ideas,

Mr. Taft calls himeelf “an optimist,
but not a dreamer,” and his book shares
with him the riglt to so excellent and
honorable a description. “Halr wrigger
reformers” strain his noted and com-
mendable spirit of patient endurance se-
verely, but cannot conquer his sane
practice of moderation. The most ef-
fective foll to thelr mischlevous engage-
ments is his calm, carefully reasoned
enumeration of needed and quletly at-
tainable reforms, as:

The ultra reformers pay little attentlon
to the tedlous detull of reforming proce-
dure s0 as to reduce the cost of litigation
und to speed final judgments, This Is
really one of the greatest reforms now
needed; and ([with a delightful dash of
acld] it wlll do the poor man mere good
ten timea than the shinlng nostrums held
out to him aes a ground for electing thelr
Inventors. But the work of amending
procedure and cutting down cost bllls and
of cutting out uselessa forms and delays In
the law s not spectacular, It does not
attract votes® Btill the much abused law-
yers have through thelr sssoclations made
many useful recommendations of changes
in procedurs and are knocking at the door
of Congress and Legislatures to secure their
adoption.

Prof. Taft's matter and manner need
no characterization beyond the mere
certificate of continuous Hentity with
thoso of the highly honored and always
honorable President of the United
States whose memory will grow brighter
as that of the troubles of his Chief
Magistracy grows gratefully dim: the
simple, old fashioned virtue of honest

LY

thought, faithful service, calm reuon-':lnd.a

Ing and the seif-respect that flowers

* Democracy, not as Utopla but

in dignity, these are the solid qualities | as the best method of steady progress,
of the man, more effulgent in the pre-|and with new emphasis upon fraternity,
cincts of judiclal deliberation, always! permeates our natlonal consclousness.

his preferred environment, than In thal

Nationality is still the most powerful

maelstrom of high executive office. The, political sentiment in the United States,

professor makes his position very plain.
He does not hold that whatever Is must

be right, and he will not grant the n-l

formers’ plaint that nothing Is but
what Is wrong. He does not touch up
political and soclal evils frightfully
with phosphorus and show the leering
spectres in the dark. He glves them
thelr plain English names and pre-
scribes  without quackery.
here that the line of his limitatl
be drawn.

professor will seemn to them a doctor
who excels In dlagnosls but I8 not cre-
atively imaginative enough to prescribe
adéquately to the mneeds of the case.
Perhaps the patient needs no medicine
at all. If the doctors think so, let
them say so boldly, take up thelr medi- |
cine cases and depart. Dr. Taft sen-
sibly inclines t)ward the mere sugges-
tion of a specified regimen of careful,
normal living. ¢

Under the goad of the professional,
presto change reformer the people
have shown a light headed readiness to
take up with this, that or the other
proprietary medicine, to douse their
systems with vile concoctions of no
demonstratel healing power. Absorbed
in details of the volcanic political pro-
gramme of “modernism,” their eyes
are shut to the import of the whole
movement, Blown by the winds, they
do not understand the tide. Mr. Taft's
best i a calmly definitive statement
that danger lies not so much in the
change from the old republican repre-
sentative system to a system of direct,
democratic government as in trying to
administer the new under the charter of
the old. The 4nitiative, referendum and
recall, paternalism in governmemnt, gov-
ernment ownership and soclalist, soclo-
logical enterprise on the part of Gov-
ernment simply are not In the old Con-
stitution. Take if you will the other
track, but unless you plan a wreck set
the signals right!

Taking up clause by clause that mag-
nificent preambulatory paragraph of the
Constitution, the professor examines
Its sense—"we, the people,” “more per-
fect unlon,” “to establish justice,”
There is perhaps a note of Cassandrine
pathos in his exhortation to the consti-
tutionalists to stand fast, and there (s
Cassandrine sense in the syllogistic
support of his thesls that it s not
a triumph of constructive politics, when
a representative system suffers from
inanition at the source, neglect of duty
by the electorate, to seeX a remedy in
making the duties of electors still more
onerous, IT unscrupulous politiclans
and industrial manipulators found op-
portunities for corruption under the old
system, will they not be equally able to
corrupt the new? Democratic dreams
have always wrecked on the one rock,
Demos, If representative government
were to fall because the people were in-
capable of selecting proper representa-
tives, would it be a gain to place the
entire responsibility direct on the elec-
torate? Is there not some taint of logl-
cal fallacy in shortening ballots to re-
lleve the overtaxed intelligence of the
voter of the embarrassment of select-
Ing a great number of representatives,
delegating to a few the responsibillty
of filling the oMces? Whether you
chop off the head of a condemred crimi-
nal, your own hand wielding the dis-
gevering axe, or spring the trap that
hangs him by pressing a button on
the other side of a solld wall of masonry,
vou are cqually his execntloner. Naot
that the short ballot has no meris;
simply that its merits should be more
fairly stated, Bewure of superficial
remedies, says the doctor; don't try to
cure a stomach ache with a skin wash,

The Taft doctrine is too well known
to need introduction. The beauty of |
this presentation of it 18 the wholeness
and wholesomeness of fts plan  and
tone, the dignity, strength and com-
plete sincerity of Its appeal to reason |
and good sense. However the event
may prove or disprove Its wisdom, it
has this supreme merit in a day of !
confusion of voices, that it is clear,
strong and constant to its chosen key.
Perhaps, however, this will not com- |
mend it to progressive andiences any
more than the author’'s long and rich
experience in public life can be ex-
pected to. Now that heresy is orthiodox
and old fashioned orthodoxy js held in
open contempt, while ephemeral politi- |
cal success I8 the accepted measure of
correctness for theory and polley, Prof.
Taft cunnot hope for popular ecstasies
in the reception of hls sound and sen-
sible views,

Dr. Adams Is professor of history in
Lelund Stanford Unlversity, He (s
no proponent of the material theory of
history, he does not bow down before
the exulted comeception of “the economlie
man.” He belleves in popular ideals
@ & motive forge, and in the present
essays endeavors to demonstrate their
effect in our national history. Na-
tionality he characterizes as “a faith';
antl-slavery as “a crusade”; manifest
leatiny as “an emotion,” religion us “a
wervice” and democracy as “a vision,”
The development of American nation-
ity is not an apocalyptic subject; we
shoyld think college men could hardly
need elaborate exposition of the alienu-
‘on of the Colonies from England and
the resolution of their chaotic Interests
into homogenelty and of the long op-
position and final reconcillution between
the ideas of State rights and centraliza-
tion, the growth of the Union., Even
the idea of anti-slavery us a crusade
contemporary with but subordinate to
the great struggle for preservation of
the Union 18 now pretty well stand-
ardized, “Manifest destiny” is julcier:
“The sense of destiny is an attribute
of all nations and all peoples, If we
could penetrate beyond the veil of re-
corded history and grasp the emotions
of tribes and races, of whom it Is known
only that they existed, probably we
should find that these tribes also felt
themselves a people set apart for gome
high purpose.” It has its humorous
element, llke the self-satisfaction of
the Individual, but It has assuredly
been a force In history. And, vanity
of words bullt ingeniously Into philoso-
phies, it looks to cynic eyes mightily
like *the economic mun' dressed up
and on parade. Belfishness repre-
hended s but a stronger sense of
selfness commended. The “manifest
destiny” that propelled the spirit of
territorial expansion and made us what
we are was not wholly ideal and not
ignoble because of its more than faint
twinge of material ambition. “Manl-
fest destiny' is a prig.

Three of the professor's ideals survive,
slavery being stone dead (except per-
haps when Presldents are party leaders
and Congresses but tools) and manifest
destiny grasping for territorial dominion
having been succeeded by “bellef in a
high spiritual destiny,” equally cocky.

,lmnd who had

“Religion, a faith in divine purpose,

and in the whole world."” And to-day,
even as a century ago, it 18 sensible
to expect cold weather in winter and
hot weather in summer, and that college

| students will go on dozing through lec-

tures so long as professors lecture of
commonplace things in commonplace
WAYH.

his verses for four francs a hundred
when large and forty sous when small.
Neglecting the disputed polnt as to
whether Du Ryer waa pald at this par-
ticular rate there ls abundance of evi-
dence that at the time and for that
class of literary work those were the
prevalling rate of wages.

Dy Ryer s almost forgotten In
France, scarcely known outside to stu-
dents of the drama. Larousse grants
him but brief mentlon, the merest list
of his plays, and is so unsympathetic
a8 to lead to the opinion that despite

The Page lectures, originally confined his leaning toward the stage he had

broadened In scope and have been made

In

of Publie Policy” Prof.

conditions, mental, moral and physical,
of the newcomers; the opportunities
that await them in our industrial enter-
prises and the qualifications with which

,Du Ryer has drawn,

they enter the labor market, and es-'

pecially the need of regulation In their
distribution. Bettlement in colonies de-
lays the process of assimilation; If they
are to be received at all they must not
be permitted to develop Imperia in im-
perio. In common discussion undue em-
phasis is placed upon the ability to read
and write English as a factor in the
Americanization of the immigrant; I'rof.
Jenks gives more point to the matter by
stating that illiteracy is one of the chief
causes of their ineflficiency. Bentimental
interest in the immigrant's personal
welfare Is not the true touchstone for
the estimation of the value of literacy
tests,

Mr. Andrew's essay on “The Kssen-
tial and Unessgential In Currency Legis-
lation"” is not “killed" by the passage of
the Democratic bill; it will afford the
ordinary reader a foothold from which
he may obtaln a clearer view of the
territory. As the smoke of the legis-
lative battle clears away the man In
the street may hope to get a clearer
understanding of what it was all about
and a base for Intelligent criticism of
the administration of the law. The
Panama Canal and the Btock Exchange,
subjects of the remainlng essays, are
matters of perennial Interest and gen-
eral appeal.

If the university presses expect to
cater successfully to the general read-
Ing public they must offer either fine
literary essays on great human sub-
Jects, and that is not to be expected
from college faculties; or technical
scholarly expositions of sclentific mat-
ters in the light of the newest knowl-
edge, and that would seem to be the
fittest region for their activity; or in-
timate, expert diseourses on public af-
fuirs by those who have retired or been
retired from the arena of public life,
and from the seclusion of college halls
desire to send forth their afterthoughts,
distillite of valuable experience,

College printed books may be as use-
ful or as useless us the college editors
care to mauke them, a doubtful blessing
or an indubitable aMiction. The public
will not take them up unless they are
kept on the highest plane,

Plerre du Ryer.

Little as may known of Shake-
speare's personality we have such in-
wOormation concermnong  his contempors-
aries In the playwrights' trade as to
present us o picture of the life of those
who built up the urt of the s=tage to
such a =tructure that Shakespeare could
complete It, They were dependent on
noble patrons; when in favor they had
days of the prosperity of fine garb and
ruffied with the best in the company of
their lord's rctainers. When* out of
favor they were down to a crust, lack-
ing the guard of the men at arms they
leaped into the seclusion of Alsatia in
Blackfriars, In either event theirs was
the joy of life; they lived the life of their
time; they Aoated happy bubbles on the
stream of that life. In Alsatia they
may have been, the records of their

be

lives show that often thicy were ndeed |

reduced to a crust;
dry crust; sack there always in some
mysterious fashion and malmsey, and
always the tapster's ery, “Anon, sir,” The

but it

Was never o

moralist may condemn, but s=ach life
#uited stout men-—their art reflects |t
Across the Channel there was an

equal need of a new art of the stage,
The need was to a ecertain extent
greater because the medieval drama,
the mystery and the miracle play ol the
monastery Lhad reached a stage of de-
velopment, distorted though we now
find it to bey far beyond the wagon play
of the English stroiler, the sturdy vaga-
no rights at law. bBut
when we look into the lves of the men
who created in the same century the
clussic drama of the stage we find a
difference in the soclal condition, It is
not without significance In the evolution
of dramatic art.

Corneille, son of a magistrate. was
himself an advocate and officer of th
courtg, seriousd in his tarn of thought,
stern in temper, rugged in demeanor,
Moliere was the son of a prosperous bhisi-
ness man, he was educated at u famous
college and became a student elther of
law or theology, Raclne was alwuavs
associated with the almost Puritanical
wing of the church in France, the Jan-
senists of Port Royal, and from thelr in-
fluence he passed to 1 social sphere at
the court, The briefest mention, a scant
score of words for cach of three mas-
ters of the classical drama of France, 1s
sufficient to set forth the immense so-
clal difference between the two shores
of the Channel,

If it be argued that these were men
whosze pogition was assured, who were
in secure possession of the prizes they
had won, that in the record there is
nothing titly comparable with the reck-
less but always happy vagabondism of
their English contemporaries, vet we
are not without material to continue the
study into more comparaliles #ituations,
This we find in the life of Plerre llp
Ryer, a contemporary of these men, in
some respects the ploneer of those great
principles of dramatic art for which the
credit Is most commonly given (o them,
It is for this reason that students of
the literature of the stage will welcome
the extremely important monograph
Pierve du Ryer, Dramotist, by Hesey
CARRINGTON LANCABTER, professor of the
romance languages in Amherst (the
Carnegle Institution of Washington),

Du Ryer was frequently sunk In the
depths of poverty, yvear upon year he
was In dire stralts; it was so well under-
stood that his friend Menage could write
of him “fami magls quam famwe in-
serviebat,” Yet as we open the scanty
memorials of the life of this great, this
brilllant yet now almost wholly forgot-
ten, master of the tragic stage we find
In the bitter luck of cakes an equal lack
of that ale which never failed Mariow
and Jonson, or even BKakespeare's self
if the Baconlans will grant him the
physical capacity for a yard or g0 of ale,
In his poverty were no Alsatlan de-
lights, no rollicking nights carefree
from the court apparitor. We have the
record of the arduous labor of the trans.
lator of the classics for ambitious hook-
selleps, It has been sald, also It has
been disproved, that Du Ryer sold hls

'

,closes with earnest honesty,

It 18 just to the fleld of ethics in various de-' probably never read any of this dram-
must partments of business life, have been Lu
“Wae are |n trouble, let's go |
facts of the war Into which he I8 : very slowly, be very, very circumspect” . more widely useful by the change.
drafted, Sensible folk are cold to “sex |18 wise counsel, but will not do when “Questions
hygiene” In the schools because it is an | the uppetite For constructive pro- Jenks of Cornell handles with knowledge
unwarranted usurpation of parental au- - Erammes is hard upon the people. The and skill the more recent problems of
immigration: the characteristics and |

tist's work. The greatest encyclo-
pedia in England allots him but eleven
lines, the greatest in the United States
omits all mention,

Before advancing to a fuller consid-
eration of Prof. Lancaster's work
we may well pause for a moment at a
little pleture of his own poverty which
It is certainly a
corrective of a too human frailty In re-
garding the Alsatian life of British
dramatists of the period as belng #o
joyous as to gloze over its disreputable
quality. In his poverty the poet earned
penury by a most injudiclous marriage
with a woman of no position at all, with
nothing to commend her but the one
quality which ecounts and which he dis-
Here Is a
letter written toward the close of his
life:

“Vous avez oui parler du pauvre B.
Il  avoit épousé une Demoiselle
Angloise, qui lui donnoit des coups de
baton, quand il ne travailloit pas assez
A son gré, La mienne, grace A Dien,
n'est ni Angloise, ni Demolrelle; c'est
une bonne femme, qul m'alme avec une
tendresge, et m‘honore avee un respect
incrovable.  Jen regois plus de service
que je n'en tirerois de =ix domestiques,
Elle tient mu petite sale et mon alcove
propres et luisantes comme deux
miroirs; elle fait mon lit d'une maniere
que je ne pense pas qu'il ¥ ait de Prince
qul soit mieux couché: et sur toutes
choses elle ne manque jamails de me
donner une bonne soupe. Je ne sgaurois
comprendre & mon tour, qu'avec sl peu
de flnance on puisse trouver le moyen
de faire sl grand'chere. De sorte qu'en
dépit de la Fortune, nous passons nodtre
vie & nous admirer I'un et l'autre. Elle
admire le genie que J'al pour la traduc-
iion, et j'admire le genie qu'elle a pour
le ménage " .

Upon the stage of France when
I'ierre du Ryer began his work lay the
dominance of a fixed convention. We
have already mentioned the fact that
berinning with the same source widely
extended over Christendom France and
England had reached a different de-
velopment, This source was the miracle
pley, a refllgious motive which had at
least the purpose of educating the poor
and the lowly, England kept it on that
level, the play went out into the high-
ways and between the hedgerows to
find the people, FFrance, with the
greater wealth of {ts monastic founda-
tions, Kept the play in the refectory and
brought the people in that they might
gee, In one country the natural growth
was toward the wagon show and the
company of strollers, in the other It was
toward the roomy stare and the more
or less permanent and trained body of
aciors,

The anclent drama of the Middle Ages
was tragedy, the sublime tragedy of the
Crucifixion, the human tragedy of man
maving his soul by summoning the
powers of good and ald dicipe,  But
there hiad to be an element to hold the
audience: to Keep them on the spot so
that the moral lesson might be received
there must be the element of comic re-
lHef. Judas in the mysteries was a
comedy part; the devil was used to ex-
cite the rustic laugh, It was in France
that this comic element became cons-
ventionadzed: it developed into a prime
necessity of the tragedy,

It was at this point that Du Ryer be-

gan his dramatic career. In his earlier
efforts he wrote for the stage as he
found it, he ventured on no reform; it

{s probable that at the beginning he
recopnized but dimly the need of a re-
form in the art, and cortainly did not

suspect that he was to play so consples |

uous a part in accomplishing such a
reform.  In this early essay upon the
boards he wrote tragedy as he found it,

a  broad smear of comedy running
iwkwardly across {t.  To this perjod
Ywlong his tragic comedies of “Areta-
phille,” “Clitophon,”  “Argenis et Po-
Harque,” “Lisandre et Caliste.”
Following these came a group of five
tragi-comedics of the ripening of his

of

they represent his growing mastery

several themes,  “Alcimedon” and

“Clarigene” are romantic tragi-comedies |

onatructed
“Cleomedon™

under classlcal
f« u herole

influence;
traglc-comedy

of his earlier type; “Amarillis" is a pag-
toral; the “Vendanges de Suresne’ may
better e classed ax comedy f this
group of five plays Prof, Lancaster

suys: “Thes
chief effort at painting manners and de-
veloping comie situations: the stress (s
nld oon analysis of  sentiment  rather
than variety of locident, but the plot is
stiil of considerable importance;
group holds a middie position between
the tragi-comedies of his youth and the
tragedies he was soon Lo write”

While the dramatist in the later years
of his life when poverty was Liting hard
reverted to a modified tragl-comedy, the
ful sacrifice of art to destitution, his

tragedies which did €0 much to estab-
the classle norm for the French
stupe,  But before advancing to the con-
sideration of the tragedies we may well
e paragraph from P'rof. Lancaster's
comment on the later plays,

lish

“The plays discussed in this chapter
are “Berenice,” published before
uole,” and the last three
Ryer wrote, "Nitoeris," “Dynamis" and
*Anaxandre.” The four are called tragi-
comedles because they are written on a
less elevated plane than the tragedies,

“Nee-

have fletitlous plots without persons of |

distinet historical importance, treat of
love as their chiel emotion, end happily
and are largely free from death or the

danger of it. At the same time they
show the influence of tragedy In the ub-
servation of rales of unlty and pro-

{priety and In the subordination of the

plot to the study of character.  They
Jdiug combine  characteristics of  the
author's early tragi-comedies with those
of his tragedies to muke a type that
might be called elassical tragi-comedy,
a hybrid form which saeritices 'he va-
rlety of one model without galning the
strength and elevation of the other.”
Now we come to the central theme of
this well polsed and excellently argucd
monograph, to what extent did Du liyver
contribute to the establishmoent of the
canon of French tragedy which we find

estublished as law ot the end of the
pericd marked by Cornellle. Racine,
Maollere and Du Ryer. FProf. lLancas:ep

here argues by suggestion. riather theo
by positive statement, yet those wha
read his Hlustrations as argument will
become convineed that the author feels
that Du Ryer should runk as the master
of that canon, In his introduction to
this very important chapter he outlines

plays represent Do Ryer's |

itest service lay in the group of pure '

plays that bl

—

satisfaction in this life, in service. Vtranslations for thirty sous the sheet, 'the position held by Du Ryer when in

his best manner,

“Du Ryer's six tragedies form the
most Important part of his work. By
them he gained most of his dramatic
reputation and helped establish the for-
mula for classic French tragedy., T.u-
crece' fhowed before ‘Horace' that Ro-

,man history could furnish themes suit-

able to such plays. ‘S8aul’ and 'Esther’
introduced the religlous subject to
classlc authors. Years before Ruaclne's
‘Berenice,’ ‘Alcionde’ demonstrated thut
five acts could be sustained without ez«
ternal events purely by the representa-
tion of mental states, ‘Sceuole, coine
'monly held to be the author's chef
d'ceuvre, was one of the few playse
written In the first half of the seven-
teenth century that were acted In the
elghteenth, ‘Themistocle,’ published
more often than most of Du Ryers
plays, has some Interest as an example
of the political tragedy in the Corneliun
manner,”

DA Ryer Is royalist, as stited his time,
as suited his peeition carisz In life an
one of the junior secretaries of his king
and Jater In the same confidential posj-
tion with Vendome. But for all his be
lief In the right divine he had a philo-
sophical prevision; long in advance of
soclal movement he wa< a believer In
constitutional monarchy. His whole at.
titude toward life I8 that of modern citl-
zenship, as far from the allurement of
the court above as It is from the law-
less sting of poverty below. In his rare
introduction of the bourgeols class he
shows a sympathy fur ahead of his age
and endows the class with homely vir-
tues which fili them with pride. Upon
this point Prof. Lancaster obgerves:

“Du Ryer endows his ‘personnages
sympathigues’ with the orthodox virtues
of patriotism, loyalty, justice, domestic
fidclity, The cosmopolite and the scep-
tic are condemned along with the egolst
and the traitor, At the same time he
seldom forgets that he Is an artist
rathier than a moralist, and does not
oftén tuke a plous and melodramatic
delight In the punishment of his wvil-
lains.”

Those who treasure the memory of the
delightful cadences of Du Ryer's rhythm
will rejoice that he has been brought
back to the knowledge of a forgetfu!
world In such a sympathetic treatment,
It i to the honor of American literary
scholarship that so valuable a work i«
to be set to the credit of one of our leas
pretentious colleges. As to the position
of Du Ryer In the literature of the
stage we can reach no other determina-
tion than that which is contained In the
register of the French Academy for its
sitting of November 21, 1646: “"Monslen:
Faret estant mort, on proposa d'u
costé le mesme Monsiour Corneill
de l'autre Monsieur du Ryer, ot co ;-
nier fut preferé "

BOSWELL'S LONDON HOUSE
ABOUT TO BE RAZED

London is in danger of losing one of
the very few examples she has left of
the domestic architecture of Inigo Jones,
or at any rate of his school. ‘This i«
the beautiful pilastered brick house now

tumbered 55 and 6 In Great Quern
stree®,
The 4cise is made particularly Inter.

esting by the [act that according to the
London County Council tablet let into the
wall James Boswell, the biographer ol
Dir. Johnson, once lived there. Indeed, it
is as Hoswell's house that most people
recognize this beautitul building.

The street in its day was considered
| very grand. It must have been  very
| beautiful too o Judee by these fragments
I which remain, and which uare now, it
|'Aquvt seem, threatenad with destruction
(In addition to the Boswell and the Inlgo
Jones conunections there are other reasons
which make it desirable that this house
should If possible bLe saved to London
Hudson, the master of Sir Joshua Rey-
nolds, must have served there from 1710
to 1745

The

| subtenant the first floor ha
L to-day on bis mantelpiece a picture of i
| beautiful Perdita, the favorite of Geore.
IV, She is said to have lived in t
i.‘l--u-v ufter she became Mrs. Hobinso
j taking it from the widow of Worlidge, 11
{‘Mwlmr. who hLad resided there previous
The names of Richard Brinsley She
{'Iall‘ James Hoole, Kitty Clive and pa
| other famous people are wlso linked wit
"the house, although there rust be g
| deal of Ruesswork connected with so
of these.—From the Pall Mall Ga

AUTHOR FORMEFRLY
WAS A MECHAN Y

“I was a mechanic and there w.o
much of any kind of wachinery T wa
good wt from cutting screws to o u t!

sandth of an inch to working at I

tive building. But I wos an uteducute
man until I took myself in dund

| educated miyvself in the List thies
CEven now I haven't read more 1

| third  of Shakespeare  and  not
Browning and not wver miteh
Lpoetry,  But biclogy 1 o keen o

Vaceording to the Ransas Uity St

way in which John Helston, the

of "Aphrodite and Other Poe
scribes  himselr

I Helston, whose discovery seenis tn b

a disputed point between Lady M.
Sackville and the Fuglish Re
| his  sudden  recognition  Jast Maron
done other munuunl tasks besidos
cutting and locomaotive building L&)
long list there might be mentiored el
trician, engineering, sword n '
work in a motor car factory ;
reharged from the latter for snas
lever ur something Then biring fur
betting he followed the horses o< o 1
"ness and wrote for racing papers. |
he showed some verses he hid writter
Lady Murgaret Sackville, Now he
Tpoet, 1 remarkable poet, and has he
duly lonized by London society, 1Ty
on a4 bieyele to a1 banquet given in
honor and arrived so late that, as the
port has it, there wax nothing loft
cald chicken and Ezra Pound, the A
can poet,

Reading “Aphrodite and Other 10
and finding as »ou will mwany a !
"exquisite workmanship, it may well
| ditieult to reconcile the author
rmuand of meter and the music of the
to the tale of his untutored past

. vt

A BRITISH AUTHOR'S
DANGEROUS PASTIN

Ian Hay, whose carefree Mg
Lacky"” has soothed an hour f
reader, not to say reviewer, m
necd himself of the ecasyvgol t
his herva, for Mr. Hay has |
two dangerous  pastimes, moto
polities He writes as lollows

rivan friend

I nearly ended my lHtepary and
careers about three weeks ago
ing my motor on the wayv back ¢
1 was drivinzg along a Highiand
rounding a sharp corner wher
I realized that 1 wus golng mua
than 1 thought NOXt mon
piiddodd right across the vooal,
atd the whole thing ro'led owe =
I was thrown ot on th wind, qu
hurt, with my lueua i
Lanckily the car did not tuy
the s Bereen stojpead T I
bheen g el underneat |
it he roenme up aeed 1
wetting my enr haek
The extruordinary pa
it had received no particeul Lt
Vg the broken serveon, wnd three-aql
ters of an hour ot th ' il waa
my way o dinlaregh

“1 have lately hecone Litted

have been
candidate

pdopted oS prosge

for Kirkealdy HBurg
quite . hopeless seat-— 1 \
radioal metority

last twent)
ueeful exvertence.”

vears, but iwuld



